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Sorrow.

Lust.

Each gave offits own energy. A vibration, if you will. In the same vein,

each of them had its own scent. The Fae betrayed subtle indicators of
their moods, no matter how good they were at masking their emotions.

The scents humans gave off could be overwhelming at times.

Humans were nof good at taming their feelings. They felt everything

so rudely, right out in the open, with no awareness of how their reac-

tions might affect those with hner senses.

The dead were a different storv. \Without a beating heart, their
blood was barren black slurry in their veins. The only time a mem-

ber of the Sanasrothian Court gave off any scent at all was after they

had fed, when the spark of life that lingered in their victim's blood still
echoed with the emotions theyhad felt as they died. Like the faintest

trace of perfume that lingered after a hug.

An hour ago, my head had been full of petrichor as I'd sat next to

my mate, listening to the lilt of her voice as she'd bombarded Tal rn ith
questions about the Blood Court. Ever since she'd woken, she'd been

relentless, trying to understand, to prepare, to ready herself for what was

to come. The foundations of our plan were laid, and Saeris understood

the part she had to play in carrying them out...but she was nervous.

Considering that she had been human only days ago, she was already fhr
more accomplished at tamping down her feelings than she had been, but
my nose was sharper than most. I'd sensed her hesitation. It was like the

scent ofhot stone after rain.

I'd been breathing her in, drowning in her, when I'd detected the
other smell.

The vampire must have fed on a prodigious amount of blood before

it had taken up its hiding place, crouched in the dark outside Saeris's

chambers.

I'd excused myself, headed out into the hall, and gone looking for
the rot.

Two floors down, heading into the bowels of the Black Palace, I

found it with the point of my blade.
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The ash was better.

It was a mercy.
"You have saved me from what. . . I have . . . become," he wheezed.

There was gratitude in his eyes. Relief.

I leaned in as he desiccated, making sure he heard each word as he

sank into his final death. "l don't do it for you. I do it tbr those you have

feasted on. Enjoy hell, tick."

\Thatever hope of salvation he thought he might find with me

faded from his eyes. "Theyre going to . . . destroy her, you know? It has

already...been seen. This court will...fall...with her inside it." His

lips twisted, either a grin of relief or a sneer of contempt, I couldn't tell.
"Saeris is safe," I snapped. "I won't let anything happen to her."

But the vampire just laughed. Rasping, hacking barks of laughter.

Hrs chin ashed. His cheeks went next. His voice splintered and cracked

as his throat went. By the time his canines came loose from his skull
and fell from his mouth, he wasn't laughing anymore.

Tire vampire collapsed, a vampire no more. His teeth hit the floor-
plink, plink!-and bounced away, down the stairs that led farther into
the bowels of Ammontraieth.

Plink...

Plink...

Plink.. .

The Black Palace w,as immense. I'd lost count of how many high
bloods I'd dispatched since I'd been here. At hrst, there had been at least

one or two of Malcolm's children lying in wait for me down each dark

obsidian corridol drawn by the heat of my blood. However, the mem-

bers of the Blood Court had soon realized they were no match for the
god sword or the male w-ho was wielding it. They were sleeping now,

but soon they would wake. And then, they would hide if they knew
what was good for them.

'Ahh! There. . . you are!"

The redheaded figure stood at the bottom of the stairs, panting
and out of breath. He glanced down, cocking an eyebrorn, at the teeth

l+l
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I glared at him flatly. "Speak. Quickly."
He shook his head. "\7e need... a window."
\X/hen sunlight could kill, a window could be a death sentence; they

weren't so easy to come across. \We found one on the next floor up, just

a foot wide and a foot tall, the glass smoked to keep out some of the

sun's rays.

The view it afforded could easily have been too narrow to display

the source of Swift's anxiety, but mercifully that wasn't the case. I

scanned the narrow field of the horizon, searching the scorched land

that stretched out between Ammontraieth and the river, not finding-
Oh, gods.

"I thought it was a patch of snow at first," Swift said.

My heart stalled.
"Then I saw that it was moving. Running. Fast," Carrion panted.

I took off at a dead sprint, hurtling past Carrion, flying down the

stairs. The smuggler followed suit. "I found you as fast as I could! I

didn't know iI--I should tell her, or-"
'Just shut up and runl"
"What-what are you doingT" he panted.

"\What do you thinbl'm doing?" I snarled. "I'm saving the fucking fox!"

I'd left him in Cahlish.

Not in Irrin.
In Cahlish. On the other side of the mountain.

The Omnamerrin mountain range was one ofthe most treacherous,

lethal ranges in all Yvelia. Its slopes were steep and nigh impossible to

climb for a member of the Fae. I only knew of a handful of warriors
who'd scaled its jagged peak and survived to tell the tale. Onyx had

been born of snow and ice, but even he shouldn't have survived the

crossing. There would have been avalanches. They would har.e buried

him, again and again and again. He would have had to dig his way out.

He would have had no food. No shelter from the cutting wind.
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of ankle-deep ash and loose shale stretched out between us and the

fox. Normally, the horses had to pick a path carefully over the loose,

dead ground, but there was no time for that now Bill snorted and blew,

charging at the oncoming feeders; he didn't even flinch.
"That's it. Keep going," I whispered under my breath. "Thank you.

Thank you."

I should have made Carrion stay behind. There were more feed-

ers sprinting after the fox than I'd first registered. Twenty of them?

ThirtyT More than I could face down without access to my magic this

side of the Darn, and the male was a smuggler, not a blooded warrior.
The sun had fallen below the horizon, though. And if the light was dim

enough for the feeders, then it wouldn't be long before the high bloods

of Sanasroth were awake. \I'ithout an escort back through the palace,

the moron would have been dead in a matter of seconds. . .

\7e were gaining ground.

But so were the feeders.

They were ever hungry, and it had probably been an age since a liv-
ing creature had dared to cross into Sanasrothian lands. The mindless

foot soldiers of Sanasroth wouldn't allow this opportunity to pass them

by for anything.

I could see Onyx properly now.

His black-tipped ears were pinned flat to his head as he ran for his

life. He launched himself from a rock, soaring through the air, a streak

of white against the growing dark, and then his paws were back on

solid ground, kicking up a trail ofash as he sprinted.
"Come on," I hissed through my teeth. "Come ort. Run."

Less than a mile now. The gap between us was closing . . . but so

was the gap between the feeders and the fox. He was tired, I could

tell. His tongue lolled from his mouth, waving like a banner. The

whites of his eyes were showing. The little fox was terrified.
I hadn't noticed Carrion was clinging to the back of my armor. \7ith

no saddle to grip, he really had no other choice. I bit back an annoyed

curse, leaning forward, urging BilI on. Faster he went, faster, never fal-
tering. Not once did he break his stride.

lsl
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Onyx had bolted from his arms and was hiding between Bill's legs

now, which wasn't doing much to help calm the horse. Bill stayed close,

though, stamping his hooves and blowing, eyes rolling-afraid but

wanting to obey. The tide of feeders would be on us any second. "Take

their heads," I shouted. "Don't fuck this up, Carrion!"
"I won't!" He took up position next to me, adopting a readying

stance, and I was struck with a flicker of surprise. The footwork was

there. Almost. And when the ravening feeders fell upon us, he didn't

immediately die. Sho ckin g.

Silver and Fae steel swept through the air, cutting the bastards

down. I caught most of them. The few that avoided me and targeted

Carrion dropped to the ground, too. Most of them still had their heads

and were still trying to kill the smugglel but at least he put them down.

Behind us, Onyx let out a terrified squeal. . .

Seven feeders.

Eight...
The three Carrion had downed were joined by a fourth.

Forty feet stood between us and the next wave of feeders. I grabbed

Carrion by the scruff of his neck and shoved him back toward Bill.
\We'd been lucky so far, but we wouldnt stay lucky fbrever. I scooped up

Onyx and vaulted onto Bill's back, pulling Swift up behind me.

Ammontraieth loomed ahead-a clenched fist with knuckles for

spires, punching skyward out of the mist. Not a palace, bnt afortress.

I gripped Bill's mane, sending one last prayer to the gods, and we

rode like the wind.

HelI was awake and grinding its teeth by the time we reached the Cogs.

High and low bloods alike peered over the obsidian walls that guarded

the small city at the foot of Ammontraieth, their monstrous eyes full of
judgment and hunger as Bill trudged reluctantly back toward the out-

building. Lorreth was there waiting for us, arms crossed over his chest,

a scowl etched deep into his face. "I swear to all the gods. You leave a

t'ol
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questions. But in his position, I probably would have felt the same way.

I inclined my head, glancing away while Lorreth explained.
'A friend once. Still a friend. One of us. \7e lost him at Ajun."
Saeris said that Lorreth sang a ballad about the Ajun Gate, about the

battle that had taken place there, but that the quicksilver had claimed the

song in return for allowing Avisi6th, Lorreth's sword, to be forged anew.

Carrion had asked about the Ajun Gate since then. \fhile we'd all waited

for Saeris to wake after the Midnight Kiss, Lorreth had recounted plenty

of our exploits to the smuggler. He'd talked of the friend we'd lost to the

dragon. He just hadn't told him the whole story.
"If you lost him in Ajun, then how. . ." Carrion's brow furrowed,

realization dawning on him. "Oh. You /ost him. But he still lives.

Here?" he said, looking up at the razor-sharp walls of the Black Palace

that towered above us.

"Yes," Lorreth said. It was remarkable how one word could hold so

much tension. The warrior cleared his throat. "l'11 tear the place apart if
I have to, Fisher. Don't worry. I'11 get it done. Go. Get inside. Saeris was

putting on a brave face when I left her, but she was panicking. I'll rub

Bill down and get him cooled off" Even as he said it, he scrubbed a hand

up and down Bill's sweat-siicked neck, clapping him on his shoulder. I

got down, careful not to jar Onyx too badly as my boots hit the ground.

I landed softly, but he still yelped. I could feel his bones through
his fur. \With a sinking heart, I saw that his paws were cracked and

bleeding.

"You'll have to hold him," I told Carrion, as we headed back toward

the Cogs.

"\What? I can't hold him. He does nof like me."

Quickly, I drew Nimerelle and spun the sword over, holding her up

for Carrion to see. "\7ant to carry this instead?" I asked. "You'll need

both god swords if you want to carve a path for us back through the

Cogs and into the palace."

The smuggler paled as he assessed the sword. At best, you'd wind
up with severe burns if you touched another warrior's god sword. At
worst, you might lose a hand. Or your life.

lrr)

'I'11 stick to the fox," he said. eve
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made himself scarce. Saeris followed me with wide eyes, her heartbeat

pounding in her throat as she watched me carry the fox over to the

door that led out onto her balcony.

As the first of all the vampires and king of the Blood Court, Mal-

colm had claimed these rooms once, as was his right, but he hadn't spent

much time here. According to Tal, he had slept in the tower above us,

his paranoia urging him to lock himself behind a series of two-foot-

thick iron doors while he slept. I couldn't imagine him standing out

on this balcony, out in the open, with the night sky bristling rn'ith stars

over his head. He would have been too afraid of his own shadow out

here. . .

Saeris was radiant under the moonlight. Her hair whipped and

snapped like a banner on the cold breeze. 'Just. . ." Tears shone in her

eyes. "If you have to do it, then at least make sure it's quick."

A band of iron cinched tight around my chest. She thought I was

going to put the poor creature out of its misery. She thought that, and

she had still handed him over to me. She'd trusted me to do what had

needed to be done, to save her companion from pain. . .

I shook my head, smiling softly. "I told you. He's going to be fine,

Osha. I promise." I sank down onto my knees, placing the ball of blood-

stained white fluff in my lap. A pair of eyes, black and glassy as jet, stared

up at me, wide and trusting.
"Healing is a small magic for me," I whispered to him. "I guess it's

lucky for both of us that you're small, too." I waited for the current of
rnagic to warm my palms. I'd used it to heal bruises when I was a Fael-

ing. I'd used it to fix a broken thumb, and that had almost depleted my

entire reserve of healing energy. \When I w,as young, I'd complained

to my mother that my healing gifts were so negligible, but she had

laughed and rufiled my hair.
"Neuer doubt your powers, sweet one," she'd told me. "Each one of them is

a gift. Each one will proue exactl1 enough when you haue need of it. Haue farth
in yurself, You utill always be enough."

I prayed she was right as I held my hands over the fox's injured hind

leg. At first, I felt resistance-a barrier that didn't yield as easily as the

lr+l

:-: rhat stood betrvee D Iri eL- ll " :

''N'hat is it?" Saerrs askec 1,' .

,ltrrr rvhined. His head:.t-.-
': -.'r. the connection I J -'- '- 

-

- : ,nJ his leg rr'as Pu1'.:.- ' ' -

' -- -r=i He d been runn::* ': -'

.:erl "

-.::toment, Osha,' I sard l:-.
- :sed m\-eves, and 1r:,. . - !

. , :i: -' snail magics. \ sr-:- - ..
:-:a: like mv shado'"': ''':r:
- -.;'.*.,.I-. - -r,alllt 

d.,Ltrlt\ il:l --l:-'

'=.-: Unilke birthrish: :l=: -

I I . .rds s|rook as I c.r= -== :

- .. - ':-3: sriLl t-lou'ed Lr-s-:. - - . '
- .. L,.-he.t. Ip'-:--.- :

- ---. - ll,, seuddereO, a:l: ' . a

-- - -a- :.1. leg, HLs Pai',' ',.:a :'
- - . -:lJlr h:r-e,.:1 -: .a -.
, I -: -: \i,-;s enou:l :--a '' - :'

, : l'-3 :O\ \a\\I1'- ::-:-

.- ,.) :_all agatI1 lta)-,i ::,a _

:: l:.:-', :-.t:tceaile a::a l1: - '-

-'.: >::\'S\\ele :;-:: '''-

." . -- '':, \\'na:7 B*: "
- - i -'. - 1- .. -rc.- l.sl -i.::' -

: '"-:-:.- ''

- .:"'':.i'-l-iJ

-- :.Ct-r-t'--= ---'
. --:..'.r':.i Ilr<l-- :' :

. .\ -.J:rr.r.:. . . .-



lsr)
E Ilrls su,ra aJaqJ 'arurl Jerllo auos Jaq o1 1r ureldxa plno,A. I ,,'EqsO

',(e,t leql IJo,l.t. ],uop scr8eu auos,, 'peaq dru {ooqs 1 'd11n3ang

,,ZeugT aI roJ saop ]I e{r'I Zqsrueldar tsnt

tl ],uplnoris 'cr8uru Surleaq a,teq nod;r ' ' ' ]n9,, 'al]trl B pape; doI rag

,,'PEr{ I teg.ta. urrq a,r.e8 1

1nq'qcnur lusel\ r1 'dt.r,rdur 'arourdue ]oN',,rtou t,uEJ I,,'pa33n"rqs 1

,,ileer{ plnor nod ru.ou1 t,uplp I,, 'Ieaqr raq pa{rrl pue )rau req

otul palzznu xoJ aqt se paq8nel aqs ,.1.ry\oq''']ng ller{.46.,, 'dn rurq prd
ot u1y\oP padools aqs sEJar]al puE Japuo^\Jo IInJ aJe,^ sada s,sr:ae5

'ssaJlsrru srrl ol IrEq UEJ ar{ sE elqea:rlou dlareq se,t

drurl srpl 'auo8 tr paurrls peq leq] poolq eq] 'rrtou ure8e uualf, selr ]Eol
srH 'aru Jo aa{ aq o1 Surluerrr. 'pa1cr1 uaq} 'pauaa.ed xo; al}}rl eql

'u1t\o slq uo ]sal aq] a8euetu plnol aH 'q8noua se.ra. 11 1nq 'l.er'.

eq] IIE rrrrq Iear{ o} or8eur Surleaq q8noue apnb a,*r7 t,uplp I d11ng tou

lnq " pesnJ euoq parntrBu ar{J 'pelBar{ a.Ia.rn srrled srg '3a1 srq ur qolqr

IInp B dluo su,r,t ]l Irlun peqqa rurq ruo{ Surlerper ured aq1 'asea ol

ue8aq Surqlea:q prde: srq 'spuoras urqtr,^. pue 'parappnqs xoJ aql
'xdug otur IIE ]r parnod 1 'tsaqr du;o alppru:

aql ur'ereqt ]l pezrlensrl p,I eJuO 'aruJo aprsur pa^\ou Ilrls ]Eq] cr8rru

Surleaq;o de:rs d:a,ra ro3 Surqc:eas 'daap 8np 1 se Iooqs spueq d111

'efJnoser alrug B sem cr8etu 11urus 'rr8eru lq8r:qrrrq a{llun 'or8ru _1c

aurl rgrcads E pJe^\ot a,req tq8rru uos:ad e }eq1 dlruge tuleJ e-d8rau:

Jo IIa^\ rallerus qJnru B sE1( tI 'ara.^^ s^\opeqs du a>11 'tq8rrql-nc
s,aprual Jo aleru e-go 1:ed E l,use,ta:r8eu IIErus v 'srr8eru IIErrrs ol ssattE

e^Eq t.uplp aEC aqtJo sraqruaru a::oog'pa11nd 1 pue 'sada dur pasop 1

,,'3uo1 aryt t,uo1v\ srql 'eru ]sn{,, 'pres 1 ,,'eqsg 'lueruoru y,,

,,irar{src,,
'3uo1 os JoJ lr uo Suruunr uaeq p,aH 'paJnllEri

tnq 'd11ng1ueql 'ualorq 1o111 'ured qlr,tr Surslnd sezr 3a1 srq pue 'sauoc

srq o1 dream. se,l\ aH 'sn uee,laleq pa3:o3 lsnf p,1 uor]f,auuof, aql qSno:u-

Surdaas uorlsneqxa srq '3a1 dru uo palsal peeq srH 'paurqrvr xdug

,,28urop noL aru ]Eq.4N'Suruaddeq s,]BqlN,, 'pa{se srJaES .,Ztl sr tEr{A,,

-paJurly\ I 'errr Jel\o qsBl\ 01 ured;o aAEl!\ E Surrrrolr:

'q8noql'd11enlua,ta a.teB 11 's1(opeqs dur pue atu uae,^ taq pools ]Eql au:

ANO,I,S\VIUII

I
aql su dlsea se plard tuprp rErfr rar
purq pa-rn[ul s.xoJ aq] ra,ro spuuqi

\fio{ anog '1r 
{o paau aaoq no{ u4n ry

n waqt {o auo qrDg, .au plor p.arp .?

peq eqs rnq ,alqr8q8au os an$. s
paurelduroo p,1 .8unod sua' J uarL
dur pataldap lsortrle peq rrqr puE .q

-leBC E s?1'^. I uerlnA. sesrruq IBaq or r

Jo lueJrnf, erlt JoJ petre.u, I .-oor 
,tr1

s,l1 ssanS I,, 'rtrH or paradsrun 1 .t

peJE$ '1a[ se dsse13 pue loqq 
rsrie_g

-poolqJo IIBq aqt S*qd.saeq iu
raug ag ot Suro8 se11 .nod 

HcE L 
.

...urud ruo.r; uofirE

P?q ]Eq1( oP ol alu Palm:r P.eqs ?
pue'trql rqSnoqr agg .fuasru su_;c

servr 1 tq8norlt aqs .rsaqr l(u pu.no

,,.>1lrnb s fr eJns a{su tsr
Jar{ ur auogs sJEeJ....tsn[, -szeaJq

pue paddrqrr,r rrerl raH eqSgJuoou

lno 
^\opEr.ls 

u1(o srq Jo pl?_urB oot I
sruls rltr.rr Surpsrrq l(1s rq8r.u arp r1l

lno Surpuuls url{ eur8eur tuppo3
-looJ-o,/(} Jo sarJas E purqeqJ:lasIIrI

'sn azr.oge Jea.o] egt ur rdals puq aq

luads l upeq eq tnq 'tq8rr srq sea, se .

-p141 'trno3 poolg arltJo 3uu pue

eql ot JaAo xoJ aql d:rm eE peqJJ

]Baquuerl raq ,sada epu^ qlua. arrr F

?


